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Arizona Vs. 
National 

AZ FAFSA Completion Rankings

• 48th class of 2020

• 48th class of 2019

• 49th class of 2018

• National Average 59.5% of the class of 2020 completed a FAFSA

• NCAN Class of 2020 FAFSA Rankings 

• #1 Louisiana ------------ 79%

• #2 Tennessee ----------78% 

• #48 Arizona ------------ 47%

Illinois, New Jersey, Texas

Michigan, Indiana, California and the District of Columbia are 
all considering similar laws.   



Arizona 
FAF$A 
Challenge

The Arizona FAF$A Challenge is a statewide 
initiative that aims to increase FAFSA 
completion rates for the state while promoting 
friendly competition among Arizona high 
schools.

Established in 2018

The Governor’s Office of Education and the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education



AZ FAFSA Coalition

Is Comprised of: College Access Partners, 
Postsecondary Community Partners, AZ 
Governor’s office of Education, Arizona 
Department of Education :

• Set an annual state FAFSA completion 
goal for Arizona

• Create statewide FAFSA resources and 
initiatives to assist student and families 
with the FAFSA process

• Collaborate on bringing FAFSA 
resources to Arizona



State FAFSA Completion Goal 

52%

Current State Goal to reach a 52% 
FAFSA Completion Rate Among 
Arizona High School Seniors 

78%

Long- Term Goal: To reach a 78% 
FAFSA Completion Rate Among 
Arizona High School Seniors by 2030

Research has shown 90% of high school graduates who filed a FAFSA enrolled directly in a 
postsecondary program.



Arizona 
FAFSA 
Challenge
Website

FAFSAChallenge.az.gov



FAFSA Completion 
Dashboard 

• Includes over 400 public/charter high  
schools

• State, County, District/Charter Holder , 
High School

• Updated every Friday

• Track's state FAFAS Completion Rate

• Pell Eligibility Estimate 

• Benchmarks



AZ FAFSA Partner 
Network Graph

• Identify Existing FAFSA 
Community Partners FAFSA

• Assist with Building 
Partnerships

• FAFSA outreach 





FAFSA Toolkit

• Over 50 FAFSA Resources 

• Links

• Handouts

• Webinar Recordings

And much More! 



Communications 

• Monthly Statewide FAFSA Newsletter

• Goal update

• FAFSA resource

• FAFSA assistance statewide

• Platform to highlight high schools and 
their FAFSA completion efforts



Statewide FAFSA 
Collaborations and 
Support 

• Text, phone call, virtual 
appointments, or in-person using 
COVID safe protocols



The Impact

Over 400 high schools have 
been recognized for their 

FAFSA completion efforts since 
2018

Increased FAFSA efforts at the 
high school level

FAFSA to the Forefront for AZ 
initiatives

Collaborative FAFSA support 
statewide



Contact Information 

Julie Sainz, M.Ed. 

Arizona FAFSA Challenge Project 
Director 

jsainz@azhighered.gov
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